Anti-progesterones: background and clinical physiology.
The development of anti-progesterones has provided a probe to examine the role of progesterone both in the normal cycle and in pregnancy. The most widely used of these agents, mifepristone, appears to act both directly at the endometrial progesterone receptor, and centrally by reducing circulating gonadotrophin concentrations. In addition, ovarian steroidogenesis may be modified. The clinical application of these agents for the interruption of pregnancy will be considered in the following chapters.